
Assignment 2 (b): Narrowing the Focus
Daisy Kinahan Murphy

Grand Canal Dock was opened in 1796 by the Earl of 
Camden as the first purpose built docks for sea vessels 
in Ireland, Thetwo basin dock became the centre of a 
prosperous industry in Dublin Port, surrounded by wide 
ranging industries from coal and gas works, to bakers 
and butchers at the south basin. The hustle and bustle of 
industry kept the Grand Canal Dock alive for nearly two 
centuries, with ships coming and going, produce loading 
and unloading, and seafarers making use of its floating 
maritime chapel. The economic success of the area 
surrounding the dock continued until the 1950s when 
there was global shift away from manufacturing industry. 
The Dublin Docklands were hit hard as it was an entirely 
industrialised area with very little else to show for itself. 
By the 1980s the Grand Canal Dock had been left to 
rot, as its major industry, the Gasworks, had been made 
redundant by the natural gas pipeline from Kinsale. 

 At this point the Dublin City Quays projects were 
begining to look at how the area surrounding the Grand 
Canal Dock could be redeveloped as a whole since 
20% of the site was derelict and 20% was empty and 
overgrown. The proposal by the students was to develop 
the dock as a suitable place to live in the city. It was 
understood that the best way to make a living city was to 
make people inhabit it, which was the opposite thinking to 
the Dublin City Corporation at the time. By recreating the 
Grand Canal Dock as a public amenity, for watersports 
and as a civic space, the area might once again become 
as prosperous as it was in its past.

 The project proposed to accomodate 17,000 people 
in new housing within the area as well as the provision 
of schools, shops, and commercial and recreational 
facilities. The scheme would encourage people to move 
to the city, and create a hub of activity within Grand 
Canal Dock. With the inclusion of larger scale civic 
buildings, the project aimed to create a new zone for 
Dublin which would establish it as a modern capital city.

Top - 1756 “Survey of the Sity, Harbour, Bay and 
Environs of Dublin” Rocque - before Grand Canal Dock is 
built

Middle - 1844 historic map showing industrial 
development arounf the docks

Bottom - 1910 historic map with labelled industries



The dock’s redevelopment, before it had begun, had been 
compared to both Albert Dock in Liverpool and Salford 
Quay in Manchester. Both were revitalised indutrial sites 
where everything was wiped out and built up, but it was 
deemed that Salford had got its scale wrong; it was too 
low and its buildings were too delicate to take the place of 
a historical industrial site.

The Grand Canal Dock Area, in the past three decades, 
has been revitalsied and many aspects of the propsed 
Dublin City Quays project have been considered in the 
rejuvenation. Around 5,000 people live within the dock 
area, surrounded by restaurants, schools, parks and 
offices,The dock itself is a welcome void amidst the 
high rise fabric. The two basins provide amenities for its 
surrounding populace; as a place to view, to play, or to live. 
As industrial decor became in vogue in Ireland, the idea 
of transforming warehouses into high end commercial 
buildings took off. The industrial remains facing the body 
of water are a reminder of its past, now refurbished as 
offices for the tech industry. The dock has now become 
an urban artefact, its function changing with time, and its 
environ deciding what that function will be.

Top - 1997 Aerial view showing remains of industry

Middle -2000 Aerial view showing demolitions of sites

Bottom - 2005 Aerial View showing increased 
demolitions and new developments



Various images showing the transformation of the Grand Canal Dock from 1926 to today
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Articles from 1980 - 1999
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